Raw Power interviewed lggy Pop
shortly after he completed work on
his new album “Lust For Life.”

Q.D, What have you been doing
since the last tour?

Iggy [ had four 30th birthday parties
the day after the last gig, and
then [ pot the fuck out of
America, which stinks, and tums
your brain into a toad, and then
| went to Japan and hung out
there a while. Then I went to
Hong Kong, then Bangkok and
Cypress, where |1 swam a lot in
different oceans. 1 wanted to
swim in every ocean.

Q.D. How were the waves?

Iggy There are good waves in Hong
Kong, and it’s beautiful. The
people there are the oldest in
the world. They are a proud
people and they all kind of
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walk the street like in New
York, just full of hate. They
are just about ready to explode.
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Have you ever played in China?

No. But I'm planning to do
Japan.

So what else?

I went to Greece for a while,
then. 1 went to Berlin and
recorded “Lust For Life."” 1
wrote il in one day. | wrote
one song on a ukulele while 1
was walching TV. Three songs
on it were written on the last
tour while we were getting
bored. It took about wo weeks
to record. | rented an apart-
ment in Berlin while [ was re-
cording the album. It was 60
bucks a month. 1 stayed there
three weeks and didn’t bathe
at all. I thought it would help
the album, and it did. oddly

enough, but il gol pretty rough
on the musicians after the
second week. One song goes
Bam, Bam, Bam, one goes Bom,
Bom, Bom, another goes Ding,
Ding, Ding, then it's all done.
So after all that, I went to sleep
at a hotel in Berlin in the forest
for a week. Then [ got tired of
that and | went to an island
called Capri near Italy, Then 1
headed 1o London and hung
out with some of the guys
who were making music there.
Then T went up to New York,
then to Detroit to see my son
who is about eight now, He's
just like me, and he can imitate
me better than [ can myself.
After that I came here to LA,
where the debris meets the sea.
Then | worked 12, 13 hours a
day on the stage act for the next
tour. And 1 had a couple of
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sound too much, like, there’s
a film over the material. In the
studio we really laid it down.
We like Chris, but we will
produce the next one ourselves
because we know what we want.
Widowmaker is not heavy metal,
but we are a rock and roll band
and we can really rock. So we're
gonna do il ourselves next time
and 1 think it will tam out
better.

Q.D. Where does the band go down

best?

York, Chicago, Detroit
and Texas. We've only played
in L.A. twice before, and we
haven’t found our feet yet. But
we will. And when are you
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gonna ask me about punk rock?
Everybody always does.

OK, what do you think of it?

I don’t personally dig it. To me
it's just like a reflection of
what the Who were doing
thirteen years ago. The same
thing exactly is happening now,
except & bit more vialent. I'm
only talking about the English
side. I haven't seen a punk band
out here. What do you think
of it?

£ think it’s great. It has created
a lot of new energy. There are
more groups around now than
ever, and more places lo see
them
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I puess it is good in a way.

Luther Grosuenor is your real
name. Why do you call yourself
\riel Bender?

It's a good name. [ really like it.
What
vou?
A lot of English bands. The
Beatles, the Who. the Stones.

groups have influenced

Which Widowmaker album s
best?
The next one.

When vou were with Spaoky
Tooth vou got a troublemaker
reputation. How did that come
about?

[ never was a troublemaker. It
seems everytime someone does
something wrong in Britain and
their name is Luther, 1 gel
hlamed for it.
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